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would appear to be because there is no way to determine the correct time for 
harvest, to ensure correct maturity of the seed. Only time will tell!  

 
Propagation from grafted plants, however, appears to be very easy, as they 
rapidly offset. These can be removed and either grafted-on or rooted. There 
has been so much success with this method, that M. luethyi is now to be found 
in a large proportion of collections in United States of America, United Kingdom 
and Europe. Apparently it is being ‘mass-produced’ in South Korea, for Dutch 
nurseries. Can we expect to see this little gem appearing at Bunnings, and 
Flower Power, alongside the grafted, multi-coloured Gymnocalycium 
mihanovichii cultivars, in the not too distant future? 

 
Dennis Turner 
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GOLDEN BALLS 
(Echinocactus grusonii) 

 
Largest stock of big plants in the country; grown over decades from cross pollination of 
selected stock to ensure strong, rapid growth with perfect form and early flowering. 
Select or have delivered, sizes 150mm to 600mm. Wide range; exhibition standard.  
 
Visit www.barrelcactus.com.au for more details. GST inclusive, wholesale prices. 
Visits welcome on weekends; please ‘phone first – Noel on (02) 4576 3133 or e-mail: 
advancedaridexotics@barrelcactus.com.au. 

CACTI AND SUCCULENTS FOR SALE 
 

for plant list, e-mail: 
capitalcactus@bigpond.com or send SAE to: 

Capital Cacti and Succulents 
PO Box 4034 

Hawker  ACT  2614.
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EDITORIAL 
 

The Society’s fiftieth Annual General Meeting, on 4 May 2007, was a great 
success with a pleasingly high attendance.  About eighty people were present, 
including several distinguished guests, such as our Patron, Dr Tim Entwisle, the 
Executive Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens Trust, Miep Jansen, former 
editor and current Fellow of the Society, Jennifer Stackhouse, Editor of ABC 
Gardening Australia magazine and Yvonne McCann, wife of one of our former  
Life Members, Bill Mc Cann. We celebrated the Society’s Golden Jubilee in 
style with guest speaker Attila Kapitany, well-known author, photographer, 
lecturer and President of the Cactus and Succulent Society of Australia. He 
gave a beautifully illustrated talk on Ant-house Plants (Myrmecodia and 
Hydnophytum) which he had thoroughly researched and which he had 
comprehensively photographed in the wild in Queensland. Other highlights of 
the evening included a much-larger-than-usual plant raffle, which resulted in 
virtually every member going home with a plant of some sort. The Society also 
arranged for any members who were present to be given a laminated certificate 
to confirm that they had attended the meeting, which marked the Society’s 
Golden Jubilee. April Hamilton also presented our distinguished visitors and 
guest with sets of bath towels inscribed with the Society’s logo and a 
commemorative inscription. These were also offered to members for a very 
reasonable price. Following the formal business of the evening, there was a 
large table full of cakes, savouries, beverages and a very large cake inscribed 
with a Golden Jubilee inscription, which was shared by all. This brought to an 
end the first half-century of the Society’s existence. 
 
There was not much time to catch our breaths after the Annual General 
Meeting as the next event on our calendar, the Society’s Autumn Show, was 
held on 19 May. A full report is contained later in this edition of the Journal. 
That Show was hardly over when we all met again, on 1 June, for the traditional 
Fund Raising Auction. Despite the fact that we started at 8:00pm, charged a 
25% commission and restricted the number of lots to twenty-five for each 
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vendor, the number of plants for sale was sufficient to keep us bidding until 
9:30 pm. This was a big improvement on the post-midnight finishes we have 
had in the past. With sales of $4,400, the Society made a very healthy addition 
of $1,100 to its accounts. The quality of the plants on offer was very high and 
several items fetched $100.00 or more. There were decades-old specimens of 
Astrophytum, and Mammillaria that brought as much as some of the smaller 
and rarer Ariocarpus, Haworthia and caudex plants that vendors brought to 
tempt us.  While many high prices were brought for popular items, there were 
also many real bargains to be had by some of the more astute buyers or those 
who still had money left after the Autumn Show. So, “Thanks a lot” to all of 
those who brought plants for sale, and a special thanks to those who “dug 
deep” to buy the plants and who helped the Society’s financial position with 
their purchases. 
 

Ian Hay 
 President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cactaceae 
Descriptions and Illustrations of Plants of the Cactus 

Family 
by 

Nathaniel Lord Britton and Joseph Nelson Rose 
 

During the period from 1919 to 1923, The Carnegie Institute in Washington 
DC published this four-volume monograph, which set new standards in 
cactus botany with meticulous diagnoses based on greenhouse and 
herbaria studies, coupled with years of field work. 
 
While “black and white” reprints of this major work are still available to the 
public at a reasonable cost (the four volumes have been consolidated into 
two volumes), what is not generally appreciated is that the original work 
included numerous colour plates of the delicate artwork of Mary Eaton.
 
The Carnegie Institute has recently made the four original volumes available 
in electronic format and free of charge. Each volume is represented by two 
PDF files – an image file containing scans of the original for use as direct 
depiction (not searchable) and a text file which may be searched by any 
word or symbol. These files may be accessed on-line from the Institute’s 
website via the following URL:  http://tinyurl.com/2l347l      
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a new undisturbed population of several thousand plants was found about 
20km away. The maximum density of plants was around thirty individual plants 
in an area of 30cm x 30cm (>300 plants/ m2). I can well imagine that he had a 
grin that day, which spread from ear to ear – I would have! 

 
As for cultivation, grafted plants grow rapidly, and are very floriferous. Grown on 
their own roots, in a very porous, limestone rich medium, they are, by all 
accounts, no more difficult than any of the other fleshy rooted species, although 
quite slow growing. It would seem that they can reach flowering size after about 
2 years, from seed. 
 
 

 

 
 

Fig. 5 – the seed capsules buried deeply in the body of M. luethyi – Photo: Franck 
Martin. 

 

All reports are that it is VERY difficult to get seeds to germinate. The seeds are 
cryptocarpic and are not contained in a fleshy seed pod, like many Mammillaria, 
but, like M. theresae, in a lozenge that remains enclosed in cavities in the body 
(Fig. 5). Of the twenty seeds I have sown, I had zero germination. Jim Ring, 
from Hamilton, New Zealand, wrote recently in the British Cactus & Succulent 
Society Journal (Cactus World, Vol. 25:1) that he did get some to germinate, 
but they were very sickly looking, and only one survived. This poor germination 
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Fig. 4 – M. luethyi at the type locality – Photo: Jonas Lüthy. 
 

The plants are not easy to find, as they grow very low to the ground. They are 
found in a shallow substrate, around 2cm in depth, of fine clay and gravel that 
is covered with fine, white limestone gravel. Below this “soil” there are almost 
horizontal limestone slabs. The stems are single to branching, with up to seven 
or eight heads, each about 1.5cm diameter, forming flat clusters. Below ground, 
the stems are smooth and carrot-like, with several highly succulent roots.   
 

They collected a total, I believe, of nine plants. One, the holotype, was lodged 
at George Hinton’s Herbarium under reference # GBH 25771. The other eight 
plants were grown on to complete the holotypic documentation, and then sent 
to Mario Mendoza at the El Charco del Ingenio Botanical Garden in Mexico. It is 
from these eight clones that all the plants currently in cultivation are derived, 
thanks to the fantastic conservation work of their staff. 
 

In 2006, Lüthy returned to the area to check on the well-being of the plants. The 
details of the type location had been kept a closely guarded secret, in the hope 
of defeating the pillagers and looters who had decimated the type locations of, 
among others, Aztekium hintonii and Geohintonia mexicana. To his joy, he 
found that the site appeared to be totally undisturbed. As an unexpected bonus, 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Members of other clubs and societies are cordially invited to attend our general meetings. Other 
visitors are always welcome. Please note that only financial members of the Society are covered by 
our insurance policy. 
 

Friday, 5 October 2007 — General Meeting 
Your Show Schedule Explained.  Members of the committee and a chosen 
few will help you to understand what plants can be entered in some classes, 
such as Crassulaceae. 
 

Saturday, 13 October 2007 — Spring Show. 
A Show Schedule is enclosed. Competitors may stage their entries on Friday 
afternoon, from about 5:00pm, or well before 9:00am on Saturday. Our Show 
Secretary will require assistance on both Friday afternoon and on Saturday to 
ensure that the Show runs smoothly. Pease let Ian Hay or Joan Cairis know if 
you are able to assist. 
 

Sunday, 21 October 2007 — Visit  
A visit, from 1:00pm, to the home and studio of Lucy Culliton, Lot 3 Kanimbla 
Drive, Little Hartley:  6355 2216. Travel along the Great Western Highway 
across the Blue Mountains heading towards Lithgow. From Mt Victoria, travel 
5.8km to Coxs River Rd and turn left. Follow for 8.5km to Kanimbla Drive and 
turn left.   
 

Friday, 2 November 2007 — General Meeting  
Geoff Taylor will be showing us a DVD on the Hunter Botanic Gardens.  
 

Friday, 7 December   2007 — General Meeting 
Our patron, Dr Tim Entwisle, will delight us with his presentation titled, ‘How to 
grow the biggest flowers in the world – Rafflesia and Amorphophallus titanum’. 
This will be followed by our usual Christmas get-together, and members are 
encouraged to bring a plate of food as well as a small, wrapped gift of 
something cactus/succulent-related for the Lucky Dip. Do not forget to register 
your gift on arrival. 
 
Sunday, 9 December 2007 — Visit  
We will again adjourn to Hamilton’s World of Cacti, Lot 2 Fourth Ave, Llandilo: 

 4777 4876. Several collections will be open, including those of Kevin, April 
and Kim Hamilton, Ian Hay, Hugh Tregarthen, Kerry and Eddy Walker and Gith 
Strid-Nwulaekwe. A BBQ lunch will be provided. 
 

Other dates already set 
Thursday, 24 April 2008 – Sunday, 27 April 2008 — Succulenticon 2008, 
Adelaide SA., hosted by The Cactus and Succulent Society of South Australia 
Inc. Current details are available on that Society’s website via the following 
URL: http://tinyurl.com/2mwcq8.    
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LOOKING AT SUCCULENT SENECIOS 
Part 1 

 
Based on a talk given by the author at the Society’s meeting on 13 April 2007 

 
Plants in the Compositae or Asteraceae family 
 
Well-known succulent senecios include two blue-coloured ones which share the 
popular name and description of ‘chalk stick’, Senecio mandraliscae (Fig. 1) 
and the smaller, but similar, S. serpens (Fig. 2), formerly known as S. repens. 
Another familiar Senecio is the quite different S. articulatus (Fig. 3). These and 
other succulent senecios belong to the Compositae family, which is also known 
by the newer name of the Asteraceae or even the ‘Daisy’ family. This is the 
botanical family with the largest number of flowering plants. 
 

 

The common element for plants in this family is that they have flowers that are 
composite, aggregated or united. This feature gave the family its old 
Compositae name. What looks like a single flower is actually many tiny, closely-

Fig. 1 – Senecio mandraliscae  – Photo: Jennifer Rowland. 
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Kladiwa and Buxbaum, in 1969, described a new genus, Normanbokea (named 
in honour of Norman Boke), in which they placed Pelecyphora valdeziana (now, 
again, Turbinicarpus valdezianus) and P. pseudopectinata (now T. 
pseudopectinatus). They also mentioned that there was a third species to be 
included - the plant illustrated by Backeberg. 
 
In 1978, Glass and Foster, in the (US) Cactus and Succulent Journal, ranked 
this “cryptic little item” to hold “undisputed first place in the great north American 
cactus hunt”. They were the first to surmise that the plant may have been a 
Mammillaria. They did have an advantage over previous authors, as, by this 
time, several dwarf Mammillaria had been described – M. saboae in 1966, M. 
theresae in 1967 and M. goldii in 1968. 
 
In 1991, Bravo and Sánchez-Mejorada came up with a totally new interpretation 
of Boke’s original photograph. They cropped the picture, to remove the rim of 
the coffee tin, reversed and rotated it 900 and converted it into “Normanbokea 
valdeziana in habitat near Ciudad Acuña, Coahuila”. 

   
Forty-three years after Norman Boke’s first encounter with M. luethyi, brings us 
to May 1996. Jonas Lüthy decided to take a month exploring in Mexico. After a 
week with W.A. and Betty Fitz Maurice, he was taken to meet George Hinton. 
One of the objectives that Lüthy had was to try and rediscover the site of a 
small Mammillaria, discovered by Francisco Garay and more recently 
photographed, in a cactus garden, by Lüthy’s brother, Adrian. Within a couple 
of days, they had managed to find the plant, a form of M. lasiacantha. As he still 
had the best part of three weeks left, they spent an evening reviewing other 
possibilities. Hinton told Lüthy about Cutak’s plant and after looking at all the 
information that they had to hand, they went to bed and slept on the ‘problem’. 
The following morning, Lüthy got out a topographic map of the area and pointed 
out to Hinton that the reported provenance, a 3,000 square kilometres area 
known as “flourite country of Coahuila” was clearly idemtified, and in fact was 
the area from which they had just returned. Lüthy apparently pointed to a spot 
on the map and confidently stated that that was where it was to be found. They 
promptly gathered together all their gear and returned to the happy hunting 
grounds of Coahuila. When they got there, lo and behold, exactly where Lüthy 
had predicted, in an area only 2m x 10m, they found, in its natural habitat, an 
extraordinary, tiny Mammillaria, with scintillating white areoles, corresponding 
perfectly to Boke’s and Cutak’s photographs (Fig. 4). They did a count and 
estimated a total population of approximately 200 plants. Although they 
searched other likely looking sites in the area, they failed to find any other 
populations. George Hinton returned again at a later date, and still failed to 
locate any additional sites 
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He took some photographs (Fig. 1), which he subsequently sent to Ladislaus 
Cutak, at the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, for identification. Cutak 
was intrigued by the plant, as it appeared to be unlike any described member of 
the Cactaceae. He, in turn, contacted the lady operator of the Hotel, in an 
attempt to obtain some specimens. In due course, two plants arrived at St. 
Louis. Due to delays in the post, and the fumigation that they had to go through 
at the border, one of the plants died soon after it arrived, while the second, 
although quickly grafted, soon passed into the “Great Cactus Garden in the 
Sky”. 

One of the plants did, apparently, survive long 
enough to flower and was photographed, unpotted, by 
Cutak (Fig. 2 is the only one of these photographs 
that I have been able to locate). These pictures were 
sent to Curt Backeberg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Late that year, 1952, Cutak published a short mention of the plant but made no 
attempt to place it in any particular genus. He did, however, compare it to 
Turbinicarpus valdezianus. He described the spines, viewed under 
magnification, as a “scintillating lacy pattern” (Fig. 3), and called the plant “one 
of the tiniest and daintiest cacti in existence”.  
 
Backeberg, in 1959 and 1961, was the first to publish the photographs, and 
listed the plant, provisionally, under Neogomesia but noted that it had a white 
(sic) flower. He discounted Turbinicarpus, as the flowers were obviously 
produced from the side of the stem, unlike those of Turbinicarpus, which are 
produced at the apex. 

Fig. 3 – spines of 
M. luethyi under 
magnification – Photo: 
Stan Oome.»»» 

Fig. 2 

Oct-Dec 2007          CACTUS and SUCCULENT JOURNAL          Page 25 
 

The Cactus and Succulent Society of NSW Inc., Volume 26, No. 2, Oct-Dec 2007  

 

packed, narrow blooms called florets. There may be disk florets clumped 
together in the middle and/or ray florets which resemble petals and which 
spread out to the edge of what look like individual flowers.  Together the florets 
form a head which is supported by an involucre of leaf-like bracts (a ring of 
modified leaves). One of these so-called “single flowers” might have as many 
as several hundred “true” flowers. Among well-known non-succulent 
Asteraceae flowers, a daisy has both types of florets, a Scottish thistle only disk 
florets and a dandelion only ray florets. It is common for succulent senecios to 
have only disk florets. 
 

 
  
 
 
Possible advantages for a plant in 
having many true flowers, rather than 
a single large bloom, include safety in 
numbers, as the individual flowers 
open successively over a period of 
time. There is extreme economy of 
pollen in each true flower and more 
intensive pollination by visiting insects 
which have to work harder to probe 
each flower for nectar. 

 
 
 
Compositae or Asteraceae plants owe their 
success to a combination of specialised 
features of the plant body and to their 
reproductive systems. Their species range 
from tiny annuals and geophytes (perennial 
plants with buds below the surface of the 
soil) to herbs, shrubs, small trees and 
succulents. In his 1994 book, Succulent 
Compositae. A grower’s guide to the 
succulent species of Senecio and Othonna, 
Gordon D. Rowley estimated that the 
Compositae family has a total of over 1,300 
genera divided into 21,000 species. To be 
familiar with non-succulent examples is 
helpful for learning about succulent ones. 

««« Fig. 2 – Senecio serpens  – 
Photo: Jennifer Rowland. 
 

Fig. 3 – Senecio articulatus  –  
Photo: Jennifer Rowland.        »»»
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Non-succulent Compositae or Asteraceae include well-known ornamentals like 
the aster, daisy, chrysanthemum, gazania, dahlia, marigold, Senecio cineraria, 
gerbera, globe thistle and Helianthus (sunflower), although the last is also 
grown commercially, because of the oil in its seeds. There are Australian 
natives like the everlasting daisy and the alpine billy button. As well as 
dandelions and thistles, non-succulent Asteraceae weeds include the tansy 
ragwort and the groundsel or Senecio vulgaris. There are just a few edibles; like 
the lettuce, endive, chicory and artichoke and the medicinal echinacea. The last 
two are also grown ornamentally. 
 
Succulent Compositae or Asteraceae 
 
The flowers of succulent senecios are often less showy than those of non-
succulent plants in the Asteraceae family. Some appear similar, such as those 
of the ‘chalk stick’, S. mandraliscae (Fig. 4) and ‘string of beads’ S. rowleyanus 
[see back cover]. Others like those of the ‘pickle plant’, S. deflersii (Fig. 5) are 
more striking, but they do not approach the size of their largest, non-succulent 
cousins. 

Fig. 4 (left) – Senecio mandraliscae in flower, and Fig. 5 (right) – Senecio deflersii 
flowers – Photos: Jennifer Rowland. 

 
Asteraceae or Compositae plants occur in all continents except Antarctica. 
They have spread to occupy most habitats and ecological niches world-wide, 
including deserts and semi-deserts. Over time, some plants from areas of low 
or intermittent rainfall have undergone structural modifications associated with 
water economy and, hence, have become succulent. Asteraceae which have 
developed succulent roots, leaves or stems come from Africa, the Canary 
Islands, India, Madagascar and Mexico. 
 
But succulence, as a strategy for combating unreliable rainfall, is useless by 
itself. It needs to be combined with other modifications, such as a tough 
epidermis (outer layer), sunken stomata (breathing pores) and revised 
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MAMMILLARIA LUETHYI   
or   

FOUND, LOST AND FOUND AGAIN 
 
“Recently a friend histologist sent me several kodachromes depicting a very 
unusual cactus for identification. The tiny plant was found in Coahuila by a 
native mining explorer who had given a few plants to a lady operator of a hotel 
in one of the border towns”. It was with these words, written by Ladislaus Cutak 
in 1952, that the cactus world first heard of a spectacular new species of 
cactus. 
 
In April of that year, the late Dr Norman Boke, a botanist at University of 
Oklahoma, was returning to the States, after a trip to Mexico. He decided to 
stop, for a cooling ale, at the Crosby Hotel in Ciudad Acuña, in northern 
Coahuila. While at the Hotel, he spotted, growing in a 1lb (454g) coffee tin, a 
remarkable, small cactus, with relatively large, pink flowers, which had been 
given to the owner by a native mining prospector.   
  

   
Fig 1. – Dr Boke’s photograph of M. luethyi. 
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charter objectives. It was also good that those perambulating encyclopaedias of 
plant knowledge also helped to monitor the plants on display and help restrain the 
almost irresistible urge by many of the visitors to touch the exhibits. A big ‘Thank 
You’ should also go to all those people (many have been mentioned above) who 
helped dismantle the Show at the end of the day. It was great to see so many 
people helping their fellow competitors, especially the older ones, to pack their 
plants back into their carrying containers and to get them safely back into the 
owners’ vehicles. While the Show officially ended at 3:00pm, the School Hall was 
virtually empty and had been thoroughly swept by 4:00pm, when the hire company 
came to take away all the rented trestle tables and the barbeque equipment. 
 
 While the top five place-getters were mentioned in the editorial of the last Journal, 
the following table shows the complete results. Do not forget that the points from 
this Autumn Show will be added to those you garner in the Spring Show on 
Saturday, 13 October, to determine who will win the Society’s Trophy for the year 
2007. So, start preparing you entries right now, using the Show Schedule enclosed 
with this edition of the Journal. 
 
 

Place Name  Points  Place Name  Points 

  1 Ian Hay 110  =17 Geoff  Taylor 12 

  2 Joan  Cairis 106  19 Agnes  Sebastian 10 

  3 Frank Tamburic 53  20 Roy  Price 9 

  4 G. and C.  Tierney 51  21 Gwyneth  Hamilton 8 

  5 Dan Downie 46  =21 Peter Dawson 8 

  6 Gary  Newman 40  23 Willem  Duiveman 7 

  7 Kim  Hamilton 38  24 Gith  Strid-Nwulaekwe 6 

  8 Horst  Berger 23  =24 Alex  Rikhter 6 

  9 Jessica  Drake 19  26 Ruth  Donnelly 5 

10 Nola  Carr 17  =26 Jennifer  Whittam 5 

11 Dennis  Turner 16  =26 Grace Calvi 5 

12 Lee  Apap 15  29 Maureen  Goninan 4 

13 Jocelyn  Ainsworth 14  =29 Carol  Griesser 4 

14 Cecelie  Collins 13  31 Michael  Ferenczi 3 

=14 Joe  Saliba 13  =31 Tony  Siclari 3 

=14 Frank  Tibbles 13  33 Rom  Culotta 2 

17 Matthew  Baker 12      
 

Ian Hay 
Show Secretary 
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physiology (changes to the functions and activities of the organism). Succulent 
plants have evolved a different life process from other plants. They survive by 
using CAM – Crassulacean Acid Metabolism – in which they accumulate acid 
during the night and use it up during the day. 
 
There has been much rethinking over time about the number of genera of 
succulent Compositae or Asteraceae and their names.  Recent experts do not 
agree. In 1965, the German, Walther Haage, identified three genera of 
succulent Compositae. In 1974, another German, the notable Hermann 
Jacobsen, listed ten genera of Compositae deserving consideration as 
succulents. In 1978, B. P. Barkhuizen, also German, stated that the species 
falling under the name Kleinia had been brought under the genus Senecio. In 
1994, Rowley dismissed eight of the ten genera identified by Jacobsen as 
almost unknown or disregarded in cultivation. This left him with senecios and 
othonnas, categorised as: 1. Othonna; 2. Senecio – subgenus Senecio; 3. 
Senecio – subgenus Kleinia; and 4. Senecio – subgenus Notonia. Rowley 
prefers to keep Senecio intact as a genus, rather than splitting it into smaller 
genera. As recently as 2006, Gideon F. Smith of South Africa said that the most 
desirable succulent species of Asteraceae to grow are included in the two 
genera, Senecio and Kleinia. 
 
In 1978, Barkhuizen considered the distinguishing characteristic of a Senecio to 
be the bracts on their involucres. The main bracts are arranged in a single row. 
Later, Rowley claimed various distinctions between senecios and othonnas. 
Smith mentioned only cryptic differences in the reproductive structures of 
Senecio and Kleinia. It seems there is still a long way to go in classifying 
succulent Asteraceae fully. I am writing here only about succulent Compositae 
or Asteraceae generally known as senecios and am no doubt including plants 
some people call Kleinia. 
 

Jennifer Rowland 
 

[Editors’ note: Part 2 of this article will appear in the next edition of the Journal] 
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PONYTAIL PALM 
 
This is not a palm, but an upright, evergreen tree which, with age, develops a 
large caudex. The light green, strap-like leaves hang down to give the 
appearance of a ponytail. It is a monocotyledon, botanically Beaucarnea 
recurvata and belongs to the small family Nolinaceae; there are only four 
genera in this family – Beaucarnea, Nolina, Calibanus and Dasylirion. 
 
The illustration is of a 23 years old specimen, grown from a seedling. It has 
flowered once and is 1.75 metres tall. The plant is dioecious (i.e. male and 
female flowers are produced on separate plants). The flowers were off-white 
and set winged seeds, which failed to germinate. The single tapering stem of 
the plant branched after flowering. 

 
A native of Mexico and 
Central America, it was 
named to honour M. 
Beaucarne, a Belgian 
grower of succulent plants 
and the first to collect the 
flowers. There are, more or 
less, eight species in the 
genus Beaucarnea, all with 
caudices.  (B. stricta is the 
best known of the others 
and has straight, upright, 
strap like leaves.)  
Commercially grown from 
seed, the ponytail palm is a 
handsome pot plant that is 
not susceptible to pests 
and diseases and needs 
little attention. 
 

W. J. Dunstan 

 
««« Beaucarnea recurvata – 
Original photo: Ian Hay. 
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2007 AUTUMN SHOW REPORT 
 
The mild autumn weather and good press and radio publicity for the Autumn Show 
helped to ensure another well attended event on 19 May. The number of exhibitors 
and vendors were pleasingly high and the Show benches were laden with excellent 
plants. The numbers of plants in the Open sections were up in comparison with the 
Spring Show because some of our regular exhibitors were back with us again. It 
was pleasing to see that all members selling plants responded to the request that 
they place a reasonable number of plants on the Show benches. Indeed, several 
members exceeded expectations both with the number, size and, indeed, the 
quality, of the plants they competed with, presenting a challenge in some sections 
to find space to stage them all. 
 
This was the first of our shows after the very well-run and well-attended Judging 
School that was held over two Sundays, 11 and 25 March 2007, at Hamilton’s World 
of Cacti. It was interesting, therefore, to see that there was some improvement in 
the naming and in the presentation of plants in both the Open and Novice sections 
as a result of what contestants had learned there. While the quality of judging at our 
shows has normally been very good, it was very satisfying that there appeared to 
be very few quibbles about which plants were given prizes at this one.  Therefore, 
the Society extends a special ‘Thank You’ to April, Kim and Kevin Hamilton for 
having organised and run the Judging School. It has helped lift the quality of the 
plants entered and has increased our pool of qualified judges. 
 
Thanks, too, to the many people who helped set up on the Friday night before the 
Show and especially to those who put in non-competitive displays (Tim Hong and 
Gwyneth Hamilton). Thanks also to those who assisted with the judging (they 
included Jocelyn Ainsworth, Dan Downie, Frank Tibbles, Gary Newman, Carol 
Greisser, Peter Ravizza, Geoff Taylor, Peter Cairis, Bill Dunstan, Kevin Hamilton, 
Ross Miller, Werner Raaf and Jenny Whittam); in the canteen (Dennis Turner, Di 
Downie, Maueen Gonninan, Cynthia Norton and Michael and Marjorie Kimmedy); in 
the promotion of the Show via the press (Carry Alam), by writing prizes cards and 
tallying results (Conni and Garry Tierney, Angela Tibbles and Gith Strid-
Nwulaekwe). Thanks, also, to those who bought provisions for the canteen, put up 
the lighting, put out no-parking signs and ran the sausage sizzle etc. (Peter Cairis); 
and who assisted with signage, lifting heavy things and generally being useful to 
anyone who needed assistance (Peter Ravizza and Gary Newman); and who 
recruited new members, sold raffle tickets for a book (Johanna Stark), manned the 
entrance booth and sold plant raffle tickets (Wesley Fairhall and Lindsay Manton). 
 
It was great to see so many of our members, both on their plant stands as well as 
around the Show benches, talking to our many visitors about the plants that they 
had all come to see. It was also pleasing to see them telling the visitors about the 
plants; where they come from; where they can be acquired and how to grow them. 
Such members do a great job in educating the public, which is one of the Society’s 
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Agave attenuata is very popular, as it has soft leaves and no thorns. It is, 
however, frost sensitive. Agave titanota is a species that I have recently 
acquired. It is a medium-sized grower and has fewer leaves than most other 
species. The leaves are edged with very dark margins and there are not a lot of 
teeth. This dark feature contrasts well with the fairly pale leaves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agave pygmaea is another species I have recently added to my collection. As 
the name suggests, it is a small grower; only to 30cm high and wide. It is native 
to the Mexico-Guatemala border at about 900m elevation. This distribution 
suggests the variety needs frost protection, but plants in Phoenix, Arizona have 
had no reported damage at temperatures as low as -4°C. This is also one of the 
best varieties for ghost markings. 
 
As you can see, Dad has also passed on his infectious interest in cacti and 
succulents. 
 
There is so much more for me to learn, which at times seems extremely 
daunting. But the excitement of discovering another Agave species or variety I 
can add to my collection only fuels the thirst for knowledge. 
 
So, as I do some more study about my agaves, keep collecting and happy 
hunting.  
 

Bec Miller. 

Agave titanota – note the 
dark margins of the leaves 
– Photo: Bec Miller.  
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MAURITIUS HEMP 
 
Mauritius hemp is not a native to the island of Mauritius and is not a hemp. It 
was introduced to the Indian Ocean Island as a source of fibre, hence the 
common name. It is a monocotyledon and is a member of the family, 
Agavaceae and has been called Agave madagascariensis (Haw.), but is now 
classified as Furcraea foetida. (l.) Haw. The plant was named for Ontoine de 
Fourcray (1755-1809) who, in 1784, was director of the Jardin des Plantes in 
Paris. It is a native to the West Indies and parts of South America. Like others 
of the genus, it has crassulacean acid metabolism (CAM) [ie Fixes CO2 during 
the night and turns it into carbohydrates by day, as a water saving measure]. 
 
The photograph (by Ian 
Hay) is of a variegated 
form, “mediopicta”, which 
has been grown in open 
ground in almost full sun. 
The plant has a basal 
rosette of about 2 metres 
in diameter. The large 
leaves are about 1.5 
metres long and 20cm 
wide. 
 
This specimen is about 
four years old and has 
recently been moved to 
this location. There was 
no real taproot, but many 
fine roots.  A similarly aged plant, but grown in a 24cm pot, is only one-fifth the 
size. It has not yet flowered, but the flower stalk is expected to be 5-10 metres 
in height, although it is not likely to appear until the plant is 15 or more years 
old. Flowering is terminal and the plant will die about one year later. Many 
bulbils (up to 1,000) will be formed on the inflorescence and these will root 
easily once detached. 
 
This hardy plant seems to be resistant to virtually all pests and diseases in 
Australia, requires little attention and is now widely used as a landscaping 
feature. 

W.J. Dunstan 
 

Reference:  G and I Irish, Agaves, Yuccas and Related Plants.  Timber Press, Oregon.  
2000 
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SUCCULENTOPHILIA – A CONTAGIOUS 
CONDITION 

 
Hi everybody, my name is Bec and most of you probably know my Dad, Ross 
Miller, from Millers Garden Centre at Vineyard, and long-time Society member. 
The other day, he was talking with some customers when he made the 
comment, “It’s all in the genes”. 
 
I have been thinking how many aspects of my life that that can contribute to. 
The immediate things such as ourselves, hair colour, body build and eye colour 
etc, but also our interests. Dad has always been interested in a large variety of 
plants, and only now can I appreciate the diversity and rarity of a lot of things 
that I grew up with, without a second thought to them being special. 
 
“It’s all in the genes”; Dad reckons I can talk under wet cement. Try spending 
the afternoon, as a 12 year old, at the Hamilton’s; Dad and Kevin discussing all 
things cacti, and other life philosophies, in great depth and loving it. It starts to 
get dark, 12 year old Bec thinks, great, now we can finally go home. Then we 
get the invitation to stay for tea; “we’ll just fire up the barbie”, says Kevin. Dad 
and Kevin start even deeper philosophical discussions. 
 
 
  
 
How times have changed. Twenty 
years down the track, I call into 
Hamilton’s on my day off, to 
purchase some stock for our 
nursery. Lo and behold it was two 
and a half hours later, after having a 
chat with April and Kim, I finally 
leave. “It’s all in the genes”- I’m 
turning into my Dad!!! 
 
I have taken a liking to Rhipsalis, 
one of Dad’s favourites; a mostly 
epiphytic or rock dwelling perennial 
with about fifty species in the genus 
[Editorial note: The New Cactus Lexicon 
recognises 38 species and 13 subspecies]. 
They are a little frost-tender, but 
they do well in semi- shade, so they 

Rhipsalis teres – Photo: Bec Miller. »» 
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can be kept on the veranda, or under trees. Dad and I have six different 
species in our collection. His collection is now our collection. 
 
I am also quite fond of mammillarias. The perfect symmetry produced by 
Mother Nature amazes me. It would take an engineer, or a mathematical 
genius, years to configure a design to build a Mammillaria hahniana, and 
Mother Nature can produce them over and over again. 

 
««« Agave pumila – Photo: 
Bec Miller. 
 
But my absolute love is 
agaves. The abundance 
of leaf shapes and 
sizes, different foliage 
colours and the varying 
intensity of thorns are 
amazing. Most people 
see them as vicious and 
dangerous. That is 
probably part of my 
attraction to them. You 
need to take the time to 
look at the new leaves 
forming (again in 
symmetry). The 
developing spines on 
the edges of the leaf 
leave an imprint on the 
next leaf underneath 
and this produces 
markings known as 
ghosting [Editorial note: also 
known as ‘imprinting’ or ‘bud 
imprinting’].   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

««« Ghosting on the 
leaf of an Agave parryi 
– Photo: Bec Miller. 


